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Transportation Safety Commission City of Harrisonburg, Virginia  

 

TO: Transportation Safety Commission Members, Council members, City Manager Kurt Hodgen, 

Assistant City Manager Evan Vass 

FROM:  Thanh H. Dang, Public Works Planner 

DATE:  June 9, 2009 

RE: Transportation Safety Commission Minutes for June 4, 2009 

The Transportation Safety Commission met on Thursday June 4, 2009, 9AM, at the Department of Public 

Transportation, 475 E Washington St. 

Members and Advisory Members present included: Bill Blessing (chairman), Len Van Wyk (citizen), Ben 

Wyse (citizen), Lee Eschelman (JMU), Officer Greg Deeds (Police), Thanh Dang (Public Works), Aaron 

Smith-Walter (Public Transportation), Doug Stader (DMV) 

Guests present: Brad Reed (Public Works), Shawn Adams (Public Works) 

Citizens are always provided the opportunity to voice their views/concerns about any item before the 

commission. It is the policy of the Commission to move the agenda item to the beginning of the meeting 

when citizens attend Commission meetings to avoid detaining citizens for the entire meeting. However, 

any citizen is welcome to stay for the entire meeting. 

 

Welcome 

1. Special Presentation: Public Works, Traffic Engineering – Intersection Reconfigurations 

Mr. Reed presented the work that the Traffic Demand Management Program has done with respect to 

signalized intersections in the city.  

Changes have been implemented on Burgess Road at the entrance into Harrisonburg Crossing. The 

rightmost westbound lane on Burgess Road is now exclusively a right turn movement into the shopping 

center. This eliminates the issue of the large number of vehicles turning right who are stopped by a 
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single vehicle going straight in the rightmost lane. It was found that the majority of traffic traveling 

westbound on Burgess Road was turning into the shopping center.  

Lane pattern changes (via line painting) will be forthcoming to the area of Linda Lane between E Market 

St and the first Lowe’s entrance to facilitate left turn movements into the Lowe’s entrance and enhance 

traffic flow on Linda Lane and reduce conflicts with left turning vehicles into the Lowe’s entrance.  

Left turn lanes will be added on Vine Street (via line painting) to facilitate through movements on Vine 

St. Mr. Wyse inquired if there would be adequate turning radius/space for buses to make turns at this 

intersection. Mr. Reed responded that the left stop bars will be recessed back to ensure adequate space. 

Mr. Van Wyk mentioned that the addition of a left lane and narrowing of the street width in this area 

and other areas comes at a cost to bicyclist safety and comfort.  

 

Old Business 

There were no old business items to be discussed. 

 

New Business 

2. Discussion – Vision and Goals of Transportation Safety Commission 

This discussion was postponed until next meeting due to new agenda items. 

3. Discussion – How to handle Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program requests and available 

alternatives. 

This discussion was postponed until next meeting due to new agenda items. 

4. Vine Street, Trucks 

At the request of City Manager Kurt Hodgen, the Commission was asked to review Rev. Eugene Buie’s 

concerns with traffic on Vine St. The Commission supports/seconds City Manager Hodgen’s response 

letter (dated June 2, 2009) to Rev. Buie.  

5. South High (Rt 42) & Grace Streets 

Officer Deeds presented a letter from James and Connie Lehman, 1180 Shenandoah St, which describes 

an accident that occurred on March 5, 2009 at the intersection of South High and Grace Streets. Their 

friend Dr. Pedro Aponte was struck by a car as he walked across S High St while the pedestrian “WALK” 

signal was flashing. See attached letters and police reports for more details. 

The Commission reviewed the police crash report. Casual factors include that the sun was in the eyes of 

the driver at 7:30am. Mr. Eschelman said he has been observing the intersection and suggested that an 
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“exclusive pedestrian phase” (similar to Main & Grace and Main & Bluestone). There was discussion that 

an exclusive pedestrian phase would “detrimentally impact” the coordinated flow of traffic along High 

St. A second suggestion was to consider split phasing the traffic traveling on Grace St so that there 

would be fewer points of conflict between pedestrians crossing the crosswalk and motor vehicles 

turning onto S High St. There was also discussion of moving the crosswalk from the northside of the 

intersection to the southside of the intersection, because the southside is shorter.  

The Commission asked that Public Works’ Traffic Engineering run a simulation of both the exclusive 

pedestrian phase and split phased intersection and present their findings at next month’s meeting.  

6. Sight Distance Issues 

Mr. Blessing asked that Public Works review the intersection of Blue Ridge Drive and Old Furnace Road 

for an overgrown bush. 

Mr. Blessing asked that Public Works review the intersection of Ott St & Franklin St. In southbound 

direction there is a tree obscuring the stop sign.  

Mr. Smith-Walter asked that Public Works follow up on the intersection of Breckenridge & Stonewall, 

where an evergreen tree is blocking the sight distance of bus drivers.  

Mr. Wyse asked that Public Works review the intersection of Central Ave & Pleasant Hill Rd. When 

school buses turn from Central to Pleasant Hill, their sight distance is being blocked by a big blue 

dumpster. 

Mr. Wyse asked that Public Works review the intersection of Central Ave & South Ave, noting that 

vegetation is a problem for sight distance on all sides, particularly at northeast corner (pine trees).  

7. Speed Limits 

Mr. Van Wyk stated that city roads have been built wide, with low (25 mph) speed limits, which 

encourages “speeding” above the posted speed limit. Examples he noted include: Central Ave, Dogwood 

Ave, Linda Lane, and South Main St. He stated that it is a safety problem and noting that the 

Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program can help address some of these areas, but not all. Mr. Van Wyk 

recognized that residents working with city staff through the Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program 

were able to reduce speeds along Central Ave with painted white lines. 

Ms. Dang noted that South Main St between Port Republic Rd and Grattan St is currently under design, 

and concept under review by JMU and the City for a new landscaped median, which should visually 

make the street narrow and slow traffic.  

Mr. Williams noted that Linda Lane was constructed wide in anticipation of future planned development 

in the area, namely the adjacent Quarry. Additionally, a planting plan had been developed and a bid was 

released for proposals to plant trees and vegetation along the corridor by Fall 2009. 

8. Crossing Guard 
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Mr. Wyse noted that, although it was generally not a problem, there were several occasions when he 

saw that the school crossing guard at Central and South Ave was not assisting students to cross the 

street. Officer Deeds will relay this concern to Sgt Keller and Kathleen Burkett of the Police Department. 

 

Other Business/Announcements 

Mr. Williams described the Traffic Signal Inspection Program that started this year as a result of a failed 

signal pole last year at the intersection of E Market St & Mason St. As a result of this year’s inspection 

program, a crack in the signal pole at Port Republic Rd and the southbound interstate ramp was found 

and will be replaced.  

Mr. Stader gave updates on the click-or-ticket enforcement period and statewide accident and fatality 

data. 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, July 2, 2009, 9AM, at the Department of Planning & Community 

Development, 409 S Main Street.  

 

Adjourned 
















